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Alleluia. Christ is Risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

Hymn  Sweet, Sweet Spirit  #334 
There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place,  
and I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord; 
there are sweet expressions on each face,  

and I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 
 

Sweet Holy Spirit, sweet heavenly Dove,  
stay right here with us, filling us with your love;  

and for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise;  
without a doubt we’ll know that we have been revised  

when we shall leave this place. 
 
 

Opening Prayer   
 Almighty God, through Jesus Christ you overcame death and opened to us the gate 
of everlasting life.  Grant that we, who celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection, may, 
by the renewing of your Spirit arise from the death of sin to the life of righteousness; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.                                                                                        
 
Epistle Reading                                                     1 Peter 2:9-10, 21-25 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in 

order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of 

darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are 

God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received 

mercy. 

For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you 

an example, so that you should follow in his steps. ‘He committed no sin, and no 

deceit was found in his mouth.’ When he was abused, he did not return abuse; 

when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who 

judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from 

sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For 

you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and 



guardian of your souls. 

 
Psalm 23 

R – My shepherd is the Lord, nothing indeed shall I want. 

 
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures, 
leads me beside still waters, restores my life, 

leads me in right paths for the sake of the Lord’s name. 
Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; 

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. R 
 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. 
you anoint my head with oil, my cup overflows. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; 
And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord as long as I live. R 

 
Hymn  Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us #381 

Savior, like a shepherd lead us, much we need thy tender care; 
in thy pleasant pastures feed us, for our use thy folds prepare. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! Thou hast bought us, thine we are. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! Thou hast bought us, thine we are. 

 
We are thine, thou dost befriend us, be the guardian of our way; 

keep thy flock, from sin defend us, seek us when we go astray. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! Hear, O hear us when we pray. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! Hear, O hear us when we pray. 

 
Thou hast promised to receive us, poor and sinful though we be; 
thou hast mercy to relieve us, grace to cleanse and power to free. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! We will early turn to thee. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! We will early turn to thee. 

 
Early let us seek thy favor, early let us do thy will; 

blessed Lord and only Savior, with thy love our bosoms fill. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! Thou hast loved us, love us still. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! Thou hast loved us, love us still. 

 
Gospel Reading   John 10:22-30 

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was 
winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So 
the Jews gathered around him and said to him, ‘How long will you keep us 
in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.’ Jesus answered, ‘I have 
told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name 
testify to me; but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my 



sheep. My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give 
them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of 
my hand. What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one 
can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. The Father and I are one.’ 
 

   Leader: The Word of God, for the People of God 
Response: Thanks Be to God. Amen. 
 

Gospel Response: Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love, show us how to serve the 
neighbors we have from you. 
 
Children’s Time 
 
Special Music Precious Lord 
 
Prayer:  Speak to us, Risen Christ, along this road: explain the Scriptures, break 

open the bread of life, and set our hearts on fire with your love. Amen.  

 
 

Witness Into the Unknown: Care 
 
 

Affirmation of Faith 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;  
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
                                        

 
Gloria Patri    
 Gloria be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, world with-out end. A-men. A-men. 
 
 

Song of Prayer:  Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord. Alleluia, alleluia give 
praise to his name. 

 

Prayers of the People 

    For our unity and the unity of your whole church in your mission to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world? Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.   
               



    With leaders at every level of our common life— villages, towns, states, nations, 
corporations, and international associations—that there may be peace and justice for all 
people. Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.                 
 
    For the earth, that we may be and inspire others to be good stewards of all of the gifts of 
your creation. Lord in your mercy,  Hear our prayer. 
 
    With all who need your healing and deliverance, from physical or mental illness, 
isolation, deprivation, violence, and any form of oppression. Lord in your mercy, Hear 
our prayer. 
 
    We gather all these prayers into the prayer your Son taught to us, Our Father, who 
art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
 
Confession & Pardon  

God of grace and glory, we thank you that you judge us not by the perfection of our 

actions, but by our readiness to live boldly by faith.  

Help us, as individuals and as a congregation, to trust you and follow where you lead, that 

in Christ your name may be glorified in all the earth. Amen. 

[Silent Prayer]  

Hear the Good News. Christ died for us while we were yet sinners. That proves God’s love 

for us.  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  In the name of Jesus Christ, 

you are forgiven. Glory to God! Amen. 

 

Peace of Christ “May the peace of Christ be with you.”  

Song of Offerings: Do Lord, oh do, Lord, oh do you remember me; do, Lord, 
oh Lord, oh do you, remember me; do Lord, oh do, Lord, oh do 
you, remember me, way beyond the blue.  

 
Collecting of Tithes & Offering 

 
Doxology: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.  Praise him, all creatures here 
below; praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Hymn  Great Is Thy Faithfulness #140 
Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;  

there is no shadow of turning with thee;  
thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not;  



as thou hast been thou forever wilt be.  
 

Refrain:  
Great is thy faithfulness!  Great is thy faithfulness!  

Morning by morning new mercies I see: 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided-- 

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

join with all nature in manifold witness  
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. [Refrain] 

 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,  

thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide,  
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!  
 
Benediction 

Benediction Response  Lift High the Cross 
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim till all the world adore his sacred name. 
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 We are called to be: 
      Transformed by God’s love, Christ’s sacrifice and the Spirit’s work in our lives.  

  

      Engaged with all of God’s children from the small to the tall, the near and the far.  

  

     Celebrate, worship & praise God as we care for each other.  

  

  Share the Good News of God’s love in our thoughts, words and deeds.  
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