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GATHERING  

“From the very first day, we were there, taking it all in—we heard it with our own 

ears, saw it with our own eyes, verified it with our own hands. The Word of Life 

appeared right before our eyes; we saw it happen! And now we’re telling you in most 

sober prose that what we witnessed was, incredibly, this: The infinite Life of God 

himself look shape before us.”         1 John 1:1-2  
   

Welcome  

Opening Prayer 

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known by announcing peace and calling us to 

repent and forgive: break our lives open so are transformed through the mystery of 

resurrection; through the one who showed us the way, Christ our Lord. Amen.  

  

   

Hymn  Alleluia, Alleluia 

Refrain: Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord. 

Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his Name. 

Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 

He is the King of creation. 

Refrain 

 Prayer of Illumination 

Speak to us, Risen Christ, along this road: explain the Scriptures, break open the 

bread of life, and set our hearts on fire with your love.  Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading  1 John 3: 3:16–24 
6We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives 

for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a 

brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?  18 Little children, let us love, not in word or 

speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will 

reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than 



our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have 

boldness before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his 

commandments and do what pleases him.  23 And this is his commandment, that we should 

believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded 

us. 24All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we 

know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.  

The Word of God, for the People of God. Thanks Be to God. Amen. 
  

Scripture Reading  John 10:11-18 

‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The 

hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 

coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and 

scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the 

sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the 

Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I 

have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they 

will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the 

Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one 

takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, 

and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.’  

  

The Gospel of Christ.  

Praise to you Lord Christ. Amen. 

 Children’s Time 

Special Music  

Witness Love & Sacrifice 

Musical Response Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring 

Joys & Concerns 

Prayer of the People 

 In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. You are the Way, the Truth and the Life, as your 

children, draw us all closer to you in our daily life and work.  Lord in your mercy, hear 

our prayer. 

 Lord God, you are the bread and the wine as your body in the world help us work 

for justice, freedom, and peace in all that we do.  Lord in your mercy, hear our 

prayer.  

 Lord God, you are the light of the world, shine through us as we love and care for 

the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.  Lord in your mercy, hear our 

prayer.  
  



 Lord God, you are the Good Shepherd, guide & protect all who are in danger, 

sorrow, or any kind of trouble; comfort the sick, the friendless, and the needy. Lord in 

your mercy, hear our prayer.  

 Lord God, you are the Door, so help your Church, all who proclaim the Gospel, our 

Bishop Scott, our Superintendent Romonica, pastors, deacons, lay leaders, for all who 

serve you to welcome your people.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  Lord God, you are the Resurrection and the Life, so grant eternal life to those who 

have died and hope for all who grieve. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  In silence,  we name our own needs and the needs of others… Lord in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

  For your mercy is great so we gather all these prayers that have been spoken and 

those written on our hearts to you through the prayer, your son taught to us saying: 

  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

   

Offering & Prayer for the Gifts of the Community 

  
Hymn  My Hope Is Built 

On Christ the solid rock I stand, 

All other ground is sinking sand. 

All other ground is sinking sand.  
  

Benediction 

Go forth from this time and place, knowing Jesus grants us love and sends out to practice 

that love in all that we say and do.  May we live into this holy calling with those we encounter 

this week.  May the blessing of God, Father, Son & Holy Spirit be with you this day and 

always.  Amen.  
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 We are called to be: 
      Transformed by God’s love, Christ’s sacrifice and the Spirit’s work in our lives.  

  

      Engaged with all of God’s children from the small to the tall, the near and the far.  

  

     Celebrate, worship & praise God as we care for each other.  

  

  Share the Good News of God’s love in our thoughts, words and deeds.  
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