for others, the ordeal of eking out a living in areas where nature: itse
pposed to survival. Nevertheless, their literature reflects- their enth
life, their love for their land and their nations, their hopes and dréain

ture. They were at home in the mountains, plains, river valleys;
deserts of the Near East and enjoyed life there.

The Fertile Crescent

raphic world of the Hebrew scriptures is the area along the Tigris an
s rivers (Mesopotamis), the Palestinian coastal plain and hill noﬁb.ﬁ.%
lile River delta and valley in Egypt. This area is commonly callei
rescent, a name first used by the famous Bgyptologist, Jame

One who is familiar with the green forests and rich agriculturallan

~a or Europe might not think of Mesopotamia, Palestine, or Egyptas

This is a false perspective for judging it, however. To the ancie
| there these lands watered by the rivers or by the rains blown in’
terranean were good lands “flowing with milk and honey’ |_msam
ind agricultural abundance.
ipulation of the ancient Middle East was concentrated in this H.&m
:a. Through it ran the most traveled roads or tracks. Great mﬁmﬁ@m .
ere and they frequently waged war to control it. The majoreconc
ras agriculture, but trade and commerce wete also common. .
sut in all directions, making some of the cities of the mw.nmm. hy
ial activity. : .
mising terrain surrounded the Fertile Crescent. In Egypt the mnm
the river bed. Tts advance was halted only by the annual overflow
Along the northern and eastern edges of the Asiatic segment.0
, a series of mountain ranges and plateaus formed a semicircli
the fertile areas were broken by low but rugged hills runnihg fr
south through the center of the land.
formed the inner perimeter of the Asiatic portion of the mﬂ.ﬂ_n
is vast interior was partially uninhabitable desert and partially
d capable of supporting only sparse nomadic life. In the S.m,m_.n
‘ovided rain enough for pasture, and the nomad was free to.roa
1 mﬁEEmF. however, life was restricted to areas close. to oase
:sert area, not blessed by winter rains, virtually precluded humsa

Egypt

2 sixth century B.C.E., Egypt has been called “the gift of the
\bited area was basically an oasis formed by the river. The Blu
White Nile, with sources in the interior of the African continén
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uOm.ﬁEnu gives man.Emnoﬁnm_ substance. 10 ZUBE.U nrmHQO
: would remain a shadowy figure in a story. :
ound information about all three of these texts adds to.our
of them. Their meaning is not dependent absolutely on suc
Jut the more one. knows about the background of a text, theri
pecomes. Geography, archeology, and history expand our inform
= context and thereby enrich our understanding of the text:
_overview of the Near East will provide a better appreciati
topographical setting of the Hebrew scriptures; archeolog A
, sociological, and cultural information. Knowledge 9,., En 04
yntext is necessary if we are to understand Israel’s manﬂmuo
eal people in actual time and space. All help to bring the:’
 to life in a realistic setting. -

ASIA Hf
s MENOR

GEOGRAPHY OF THE ANCIENT NEAR EAST
SYRIAN

istory and cultute grew within a specific geography E@o@mﬁ%ﬁ% DESERT
slargednteractions.of nations, the-location-of-cities, thedayouko
Fpfattle, the-nature-ofthe-ecoenomy, mogwggmoﬂb?ﬁn ch
as=of-religious-belief. Physical environment influences En
»f everyday life. Tools, houses, foodstuffs, the nature of mmﬂ
character and -exient of industry and trade are affected by:th
aman beings live. To understand the Hebrew Bible, then; ou
méthing of the- ﬁwﬁunm_ characteristics of the Near East. Anc

ny of Israel was profoundly affected by the place Palestine.
tal geographic picture of the Near East, our concern must. mbno
tamia, Asia ‘Minor, Armenia (today Iraq, Iran, and: Turkey)
scially Palestine-Syria (modern Lebanon, Jordan, Syria, and I8
- of us this is a strange and unfamiliar world, but it was the incubat
al peoples and literature.
strange new world” of the Hebrew Bible is a little world of: gre
contains fertile-sriver-valleys and vast-reaches-of-desert; rugged.
n=slopes; and inviting=uplandenclaves. It reaches to the ‘he:
+ and plunges to the depths in the Dead Sea. This area was
nkind, with its lower mountain muomoﬂ oases, and river valle
of civilization. Within it some of the great states of the ancie
»d, and out of its deserts and down from its mountains peri
iman floods that brought an end to cultural epochs and a begin
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Life was not always easy in the ancient Near East. Inhabitant
ace challenges hurled at them by the geographical oobn_Eoz

Figure 2.1. The ancient Near East
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PEOPLE OF THE COVENANT

= Mostof the book wtth the excepuons of the E & )i

* roaterials listed here o

E -—Abrahatn . and Sarah in Egypt, the birth of Isaac,

- expulsion of Hagar and Ishmael ‘and the sacnﬁce of

Isaac (chapters 20-22) ke

P -— The creation linugy (1:1+2:4a); the genealogles P
(chapters 5,-10, 11:10-30, ‘36, 46:8-27); the flopd story
(chapters | 6-9, J & P combined); ihe covenant \mth
Abraham (chapter 17) and Abraham’s purchase of a
buridl cave (chapter 23) . .

GENESIS |

T— Combmed with some E matenals (chapters 1< 24
32-34) .. -

P — Cultic regulatlons of various kmds (chapters 25«—31
and 35-40)

LEVI TICUS — | p The entire book, -

EXODUS

JE— The unsuccessf

. 11-14), victories east of the Jordan, the i t Y
NUMBERS poisonous serpents, and the Balak/‘Balaam stories
ceo (chapters 21-24) - S o
Lo _ P The rest of the book o .
DUETERONOMY | D — " The entire book with some IE matenals in cha er
- - 27-34 B ) R

Flgurc 3. 1. ]EDP Sources in the Pentateuch

completton of the story occurs in ]oshua—ngs when land is conqu 1

naUOnhood is estabhshed Thus Torah is closely connec d 1o the book
tgllg_\y The nature of the relauonshlp is an 1tem of contmu_ous debate a
_students of the Hebrew Bible.

. Some consider the basi
Torah destgnated as
-tradmonal former prophets of Judaism).
. Some trace the Yahwistic and Elohistic gtrata through ]oshua and beyon
 ignate Genesis-Joshua as. Hexateuch (six writings).
. Some accept the truncated form of the history of Tsrael’s ongms, Genes
and des1gnate it as Tetrateuch (four wntmgs) and cons1der Deuteronom
deuteronomlc hlstory -

Deuteroom belon s.as much 0 the na
-as it does “the Torah narrative.precedl
“conclusion and anticipates Tsrael’s life in Canaan It may well be-t.h'
teronomist depends on the conquest narratives from the Yahwistan
ist for his treatment, of Tsrael’s entry into Canaan. He probabl re
for his own theologlcal purposes. But in the Hebrew canon Jos!
separated from Torah. leaving Torah
pestl editor pprently mtended that it end this §

rah traditions for a community in exﬂe, a commumty that had 1o




1] .
1T T
. |
| Chronicler's retelling
i of Judah’s history -
" |
S Priestly Collection of ritual and liturgical materials
k= from the important sanctuaries, especially Jerusafem
3 | i
= |
5 | |
£ Oral traditions - : |
‘§ Yahwistic gradually reaching a Yahwistic Narrat]we |
normative form / J | |
| JE I TORAH |Unified collection
, ; of Israel’s traditions
| | tvahwisticEtonistic from creation to-exi
| narratives combined
\ | with priestiy
. Oral traditions N £ | narrative alnd laws)
¢ Elohistic gradually reaching a i —rt + |
= : Elchistic Narrative
§ normative form / " i I
(= / | |
£ ‘ |
.E Confedleracy Legal traditions
2 Deuteronomic - I - - - I | Writing of
Variety of oral and written materials lying Deuteronomic
behind Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings | history
! |
| I
| |
I |
I} ! !
C. 2000 B.C.E. 1300-1200 1000 722/21 b87 Sometime in exile
Patriarchal period E xodus-conquest David Fall of Samaria Exile or early post-exile

The development of Israel’s narrative and legal traditions.

Figure 3.2. The development of Israel’s narrative and legal tradidons.




