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Welcome & Opening Prayer 

 

Hymn  How Firm a Foundation  #529 
How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 

is laid for your faith in his excellent word! 
What more can he say than to you he hath said, 

to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 
 
Scripture Reading                                                     Genesis 15 

After all these things, this word of God came to Abram in a 
vision: “Don’t be afraid, Abram. I’m your shield. Your reward 
will be grand!” 
 
2-3 Abram said, “God, Master, what use are your gifts as long as 
I’m childless and Eliezer of Damascus is going to inherit 
everything?” Abram continued, “See, you’ve given me no 
children, and now a mere house servant is going to get it all.” 
 
4 Then God’s Message came: “Don’t worry, he won’t be your 
heir; a son from your body will be your heir.” 
 
5 Then he took him outside and said, “Look at the sky. Count the 
stars. Can you do it? Count your descendants! You’re going to 
have a big family, Abram!” 
 
6 And he believed! Believed God! God declared him “Set-Right-
with-God.” 
 
7 God continued, “I’m the same God who brought you from Ur 
of the Chaldees and gave you this land to own.” 
 
8 Abram said, “Master God, how am I to know this, that it will 
all be mine?” 
 
9 God said, “Bring me a heifer, a goat, and a ram, each three 
years old, and a dove and a young pigeon.” 



 
10-12 He brought all these animals to him, split them down the 
middle, and laid the halves opposite each other. But he didn’t 
split the birds. Vultures swooped down on the carcasses, but 
Abram scared them off. As the sun went down a deep sleep 
overcame Abram and then a sense of dread, dark and heavy. 
 
13-16 God said to Abram, “Know this: your descendants will live 
as outsiders in a land not theirs; they’ll be enslaved and beaten 
down for 400 years. Then I’ll punish their slave masters; your 
offspring will march out of there loaded with plunder. But not 
you; you’ll have a long and full life and die a good and peaceful 
death. Not until the fourth generation will your descendants 
return here; sin is still a thriving business among the Amorites.” 
 
17-21 When the sun was down and it was dark, a smoking firepot 
and a flaming torch moved between the split carcasses. That’s 
when God made a covenant with Abram: “I’m giving this land to 
your children, from the Nile River in Egypt to the River 
Euphrates in Assyria—the country of the Kenites, Kenizzites, 
Kadmonites, Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaim, Amorites, 
Canaanites, Girgashites, and Jebusites.” 
 

Hymn  Be Thou My Vision  #451 
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

Naught be all else to me, save that thou art; 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 
Scripture Reading   Genesis 17 

 
1-2 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, God showed up and said to him, 
“I am The Strong God, live entirely before me, live to the hilt! I’ll make a 
covenant between us and I’ll give you a huge family.” 
 
3-8 Overwhelmed, Abram fell flat on his face. 
 
Then God said to him, “This is my covenant with you: You’ll be the father of 
many nations. Your name will no longer be Abram, but Abraham, meaning 
that ‘I’m making you the father of many nations.’ I’ll make you a father of 
fathers—I’ll make nations from you, kings will issue from you. I’m 
establishing my covenant between me and you, a covenant that includes 
your descendants, a covenant that goes on and on and on, a covenant that 
commits me to be your God and the God of your descendants. And I’m 



giving you and your descendants this land where you’re now just camping, 
this whole country of Canaan, to own forever. And I’ll be their God.” 
 
9-14 God continued to Abraham, “And you: You will honor my covenant, you 
and your descendants, generation after generation. This is the covenant 
that you are to honor, the covenant that pulls in all your descendants: 
Circumcise every male. Circumcise by cutting off the foreskin of the penis; 
it will be the sign of the covenant between us. Every male baby will be 
circumcised when he is eight days old, generation after generation—this 
includes house-born slaves and slaves bought from outsiders who are not 
blood kin. Make sure you circumcise both your own children and anyone 
brought in from the outside. That way my covenant will be cut into your 
body, a permanent mark of my permanent covenant. An uncircumcised 
male, one who has not had the foreskin of his penis cut off, will be cut off 
from his people—he has broken my covenant.” 
 
15-16 God continued speaking to Abraham, “And Sarai your wife: Don’t call 
her Sarai any longer; call her Sarah. I’ll bless her—yes! I’ll give you a son by 
her! Oh, how I’ll bless her! Nations will come from her; kings of nations will 
come from her.” 
 
17 Abraham fell flat on his face. And then he laughed, thinking, “Can a 
hundred-year-old man father a son? And can Sarah, at ninety years, have a 
baby?” 
 
18 Recovering, Abraham said to God, “Oh, keep Ishmael alive and well 
before you!” 
 
19 But God said, “That’s not what I mean. Your wife, Sarah, will have a baby, 
a son. Name him Isaac (Laughter). I’ll establish my covenant with him and 
his descendants, a covenant that lasts forever. 
 
20-21 “And Ishmael? Yes, I heard your prayer for him. I’ll also bless him; I’ll 
make sure he has plenty of children—a huge family. He’ll father twelve 
princes; I’ll make him a great nation. But I’ll establish my covenant with 
Isaac whom Sarah will give you about this time next year.” 
 
22 God finished speaking with Abraham and left. 
 
23 Then Abraham took his son Ishmael and all his servants, whether 
houseborn or purchased—every male in his household—and circumcised 
them, cutting off their foreskins that very day, just as God had told him. 
 
24-27 Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised. His son 
Ishmael was thirteen years old when he was circumcised. Abraham and 
Ishmael were circumcised the same day together with all the servants of his 



household, those born there and those purchased from outsiders—all were 
circumcised with him. 

   Leader: The Word of God, for the People of God 
Response: Thanks Be to God. Amen. 
 

Children’s Time 
 

Special Music Abide With Me 
 

Witness Tell Me the Stories: Covenant 
 

Response to the Word –  
Once we were no people, but now we are your people, declaring your 
wonderful deeds in Christ, who called us out of darkness into his marvelous 
light to be the body of Christ in the World.   
Now with the Holy Spirit may we live our faith as we tell our story. 

 

Prayers for the World & the Gifts of the Community 
 

Hymn  Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus  #349 
Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 

look full in his wonderful face, 
and the things of earth will grow strangely dim 

in the light of his glory and grace. 
in the light of his glory and grace. 

 
 

Benediction  
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 We are called to be: 
      Transformed by God’s love, Christ’s sacrifice and the Spirit’s work in our lives.  

  

      Engaged with all of God’s children from the small to the tall, the near and the far.  

  

     Celebrate, worship & praise God as we care for each other.  

  

  Share the Good News of God’s love in our thoughts, words and deeds.  
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